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Railway Station Hot spot  in Bajza

Á Bajza is a small town (Kastrioti Commune) situated in the 
northern part of Albania, about 30 km far from Shkodra city 
and 3,5 km from Montenegrin border.

Á All railroad transportation to and from Montenegro passes 
Bajza railway station and approximately 10,000 tonnes of 
freight are handled each month.

Á The railway station of Bajza is located within the watershed of 
the transboundary Shkoder/Skadar lake; 1,5 ï2 km far from 
its coast

Á Shkodra/Skadar Lake is a Ramsar site
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Hazardous chemicals in Bajza

Á In early 1990s estimated 200- 250 tons of hazardous 
chemicals and other materials put together in one of the 
storage house of the Bajza railway station. 

ÁThe origin of chemicals is not quite clear, however, 
during 1991-1992, German company Schmidt-Cretan 
imported and temporarily stored in Bajza 480 tons of 
hazardous chemicals including toxaphene and phenyl 
mercury acetate, both of which have been banned in the 
EC and USA since 1983-84. 







Main political documents related to hot -spots

Á NEAP-2001 and NES specifically addresses environmentally 
hot spots 

Á Government Programme 2005 -09 considers the rehabilitation 
of the hot spots created by old and abandoned industries as a 
key priority to protect the environment. 

Á European Partnership approved in 2006 and 2007 highlight 
short and medium term priorities with regard to hot spots 
rehabilitation (Sharra urban solid waste dumpsite, Ballshi 
refinery, Patos Marinza oil extraction area, and inventory of all 
environmental hot spots.

Á UNDP Country Programme 2006 ï2010, highlights that 
environmental hot spots remain the biggest challenge with 
other related environmental socio economic factors posing 
immediate risk to human health and environment. 



Main political documents related to hot -spots 

(cont.)

Country Programme committed that UNDP will assist the 
Government in dealing with environmental hot spots as an 
integral part of Country Programme that supports the 
achievement of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In the frame of assistance to developing countries, Dutch 
Government has provided assistance in addressing and 
solving environmental issues, particularly those related with 
inventory, cleaning up and rehabilitation of the hot spots in 
Albania. 

Bajza Railway Station was selected because is within a 
protected area; nationally and internationally and as 
transboundary hotspot



Project activities

Á Site investigation

Á EIA and Action Plan for clean up and remediation of contaminated 
site.

Á Repackaging and removing of hazardous chemicals form Bajza 
Railway Station

Á Remediation of contaminated areas. BAT will be used and EU 
standards will applied

Á Assessment of Capacity Building Needs of National Stakeholders.

Á Identification of the legal and institutional gaps in the national 
and local level regarding environmental management.

ÁGuidelines for a strategy for capacity building at national, local 
level and private sector for safe management of hazardous 
chemicals/waste, contaminated sites

ÁPilot demonstration projects on sustainable development, 
management of hazardous waste, management of natural 
resources


